
Artist Extraordinaire
W hile ass igned as  the  res ident  i l lustrator  drafts m a n  f o r  t h e

Naval  Historical  Center  (NHC),  Washington,  D.C.,  DM2
R o b e r t  A.  Malin  was  ta s k e d  t o  c o v e r  e x e r c i s e  R i m  o f  t h e

Paci f ic  (RIMPA C )  9 8 ,  w h i c h  c o m b i n e d  f o r c e s  f r o m  Austrai l ia ,  Canada,
J a pa n ,  t h e  R e p u b l i c  o f  K o r e a  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  Sta t e s .  R I M PA C  i s
d e s i g n e d  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  ta c t i c a l  c a pabil i t ies  and cooperation of  partici-
pat ing  nat ions  in  var ious  at - sea  operat ions .  A s  a n  o fficial combat artist,
M a l i n  r e c o r d e d  m a n y  a s p e c ts  o f  t h e  m a j o r  e x e r c i s e ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d
m o r e  t h a n  5 0  s h i ps ,  200 a ircraft  a n d  2 5 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n n e l .

During his  tour at  NHC Malin recalled that his  artistic  skills  were
c h a l l e n g e d  i n  m a n y  d i v e r s e  a s s i g n m e n ts ,  but  RIMPA C  9 8  w a s  a  g r e a t
c h a n c e  f o r  m e  t o  d o c u m e n t  a  l i v e  o p e r a t i o n one I  wil l  never  forget.
O ft e n ,  a s  n a v a l  p e r s o n n e l  g o i n g  f r o m  d a y  t o  d a y  w e  c a n  l o s e  s i g h t  o f
t h e  N a v y  a s  t h e  a w e s o m e  p r o t e c t i v e  f o r c e  t h a t  i t  i s .  R I M PA C  r e i n f o r c e d
a  fee l ing of  dedicat ion and spir it  of  purpose  for  me by  i ts  s h e e r  m a g n i-
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Left, in “Defenders of Freedom, Past and Present” the battleship
Missouri (BB 63) represents days gone by while Kitty Hawk (CV 63) is
part of today’s fleet. Above, “The FOD Man’s Scowl” captures a
“green shirt’s” all-business demeanor as he stands beside an E-2C
Hawkeye. Below, “Dawn” arrives aboard a carrier as flight deck 
personnel get ready for the day’s operations. Rendered in acrylic on
illustration board, all paintings are part of the Navy Art Collection.
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